THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK / ALBANY, NY 12234

Office of Religious and Independent School Support E-mail: oriss@nysed.gov

Room 1074 Education Building Annex Web:  www.p12.nysed.gov/nonpub
89 Washington Ave. Tel: (518) 473-8202

Albany, NY 12234 Fax: (518) 474- 9200

| DISTRIBUTE TO PARENTS/GUARDIANS WITHIN SEVEN (7) DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS LETTER.

[DATE]

Dear Parent/Guardian:

We are writing to inform you of an important update regarding your child(ren)’s school, [SCHOOL NAME] located
at [ADDRESS].

In New York State, the Compulsory Education Law requires children aged 6 to 16 (or 17) to attend “full time
instruction” (Education Law §3205[1], [3]) and that “instruction given to a minor elsewhere than at a public school
shall be at least substantially equivalent to the instruction given to minors of like age and attainments at the public
schools of the city or district where the minor resides” (Education Law §3204(2)).

To ensure compliance with the law, the New York City Department of Education (NYCDOE) is required to review
whether religious and independent schools located within its boundaries meets the minimum requirements of the
Compulsory Education Law (see 8 NYCRR Part 130). Despite multiple attempts and ample opportunities, the
school your child(ren) attend(s) failed to demonstrate that it meets the minimum requirements.

As a result, [SCHOOL NAME] is no longer deemed a school which provides compulsory education
fulfilling the requirements of Article 65 of the Education Law.

Therefore, you are required to enroll your child(ren) in a different, appropriate educational setting that
provides substantially equivalent instruction as required by Education Law 3204 by July 1, 2025, in time
for the 2025-2026 school year and notify NYCDOE of such new enroliment.

Your child(ren)’'s new educational setting must be one of the following options:

1. Another religious or independent school that meets the requirements as outlined in Section 3204 of New
York State Education Law and Commissioner’s Regulation Part 130.

2. Home instruction approved and monitored by the local public school district as specified in
Commissioner’s regulation section 100.10.

3. A public school.

Please note that effective June 30, 2025, services and funding to SCHOOL NAME and any enrolled student,
including but not limited to child nutrition program funds, transportation, and textbooks will be discontinued.

Additionally, please be reminded of the following deadlines to request services for the 2025-2026 school year:

o Bus transportation services: Request by April 1.
e Special education services: Request by June 1.

If you have any questions or need assistance related to a transition in educational setting for your child(ren),
please contact the NYCDOE at [Contact Information].

Sincerely,

The New York State Education Department
Office of Religious and Independent School Support
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